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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
6:46 p. m

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Good eveni ng
| adi es and gentl enen. This is the public neeting
of the Zoning Conmi ssion for the District of
Col unmbi a for Monday, My 22, 2006, and | apol ogi ze
for the del ay.

My name is Carol Mtten and joining ne
this evening are Vice Chairman Ant hony Hood and
Comm ssi oners M chael Turnbull, John Parsons and
Greg Jeffries.

The subject of this evening's hearing is
Zoni ng Conmm ssion Case No. 06-16 and this is request
by Gal |l audet University for special exception relief
pursuant to Sections 210 and 3104.1 of the Zoning
Regul ations for approval to permt the construction
of the Sorenson Language and Communi cati ons Center.

The subject property is |located at 800
Fl orida Avenue, N.E., and is known as Lot 60 in
Parcel 141.

Notice of today's hearing was published

inthe DDC. Register on April 7, 2006 and copi es of

t hat heari ng announcenent are available to you and
they're on the wall bin by the door.

This hearing will be conducted in
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accordance with the provisions of 11 DCVR Section
3117 and these are the BZA rules which we use for
further processing in canpus planning cases. So the
order of procedure will be as follows: we'll take
up any prelimnary matters, then we'll have the
presentation of the applicant's case, report by the
O fice of Planning, report by any other governnent
agenci es, report by Advisory Nei ghborhood Commi ssi on
5B, organi zations and persons in support and

or gani zati ons and persons in opposition.

The following time constraints will be
mai ntai ned in this hearing. W understand the
applicant is willing to stand on the record and we

may avail ourselves of that, and organi zati ons who
choose to testify will have five mnutes and
i ndividuals will have three m nutes.

The Conmi ssion intends to adhere to
these tine limts as strictly as possible in order
to hear the case in a reasonable period of tine.

Al'l persons appearing before the
Conmi ssion are to fill out two witness cards, those
cards are also on the table by the door. Upon
coming forward to speak to the Comm ssion, please
give both cards to the reporter who's sitting to our

right.
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Pl ease be advised that this proceeding
is being recorded by the court reporter and is al so
bei ng web cast live. Accordingly, we ask you to
refrain from maki ng any di sruptive noises in the
heari ng room during the hearing, and when presenting
information to the Comm ssion please cone forward
and have a seat at the table as these gentlenen have
done and turn on and speak into the m crophone first
stating your nane. When you' re finished speaking
we ask you turn the m crophones of f because they
pi ck up background noi se.

The decision of the Conmission in this
case nust be based exclusively on the public record.
To avoi d any appearance to the contrary the
Comm ssi on requests that persons present not engage
nmenbers of the Commission in conversation during a
recess or at any other tinme and Ms. Schellin wll
be avail abl e t hroughout the hearing to answer any
procedural questions you m ght have.

W ask you to turn off all beepers and
cell phones so as not to disrupt the proceedi ng, and
at this tinme we'll take up any prelimnary nmatters.
Ms. Schellin, anything?

MRS. SCHELLI N: Just to state that we

have received the affidavit of maintenance and it's
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in order.

CHAlI RPERSON M TTEN: kay. M.
Collins, anything prelimnarily?

MR COLLI NS: No ma'am We do have the
witten statenent of M. Kelly here on behal f of
Gal laudet and I'd like to submt that to the record.

CHAlI RPERSON M TTEN: That woul d be
great. And as you're doing that |1'd ask anyone
who's planning on testifying this evening, even if
it's just to answer questions, to rise now and rai se
your right hand and direct your attention to Ms.
Schel l'i n.

(W TNESSES SVORN. )

CHAI RPERSON: So would you like to say
anyt hing by way of introduction M. Collins?

MR. COLLI NS: Yes, thank you, Madam
Chair and Menbers of the Conm ssion. My name is
Chri stopher Collins with the law firm of Holland and
Kni ght here on behal f of Gallaudet University.
Sitting to nmy right is M. Paul Kelly, the Vice
President for Adm nistration and Fi nance of the
University, and to nmy far right M. Geg Mella who's
a principal with Smth Goup Architects who are the
architects of this project.

As you nmentioned, this is an application
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for approval of the Sorenson Language and

Communi cations Center. It's a further processing
application. The Sorenson Center was the subject of
the canpus plan, it was the first of the buildings
to be constructed under the canpus as listed on the
canmpus pl an.

The building that you'll see this
evening is consistent with the approved hei ght, bulk
and program approved in the canpus plan. The
building will be centrally |ocated on the canpus as
you've seen. There is no increase in students or
faculty. Part of this is sinply to provide nore
upgraded and nodern space for the university.

W did neet with the conmunity on
several occasions, with the single nmenber district
commi ssioner of the ANCin a neeting. W also net
with the Gall audet Community Rel ati ons Council, an
organi zati on of some 30 years to foster relations
bet ween the university and the community, and their
| etter of support is in the record.

We also net with the ANC conmittee of
the whole to discuss the application and then,
finally, the full ANC which also submtted a letter
of support to us which we in turn gave to you on

Friday and it is in the record.
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In addition, we al so contacted the ANC
across the street, ANC-6A. W contacted the single
nmenber district conm ssioner who then suggested we
contact the chair who said that they did not feel
that a full presentation was necessary to that ANC
but if we wanted to submit sonething for information
we could give it to their conmttee, their zoning
conmi ttee.

W contacted them and they wanted to
have a full presentation at some point for
i nformati on purposes and we're planning to do that.

W al so have O fice of Planning, D DOT
in support and we have the two wi tnesses here for
any questions you m ght have.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. Thank you.
Any questions fromthe Commi ssion for the applicant?
M. Turnbul I ?

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Yes. ' ve
just got a couple of things maybe you can clarify.
One, you talk about in changing this you're going to
| ose 95 parking spaces but the information says that
that's no inpact on the canpus, that you're only at
74 percent or sonething of the percentage of cars
t hat possibly you coul d use there. Why didn't you

get rid of all of it? I'mjust curious, if you can
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get rid of 95, why don't you get rid of all of it
and just make it a green area?

MR, MELLA: We do have provisions for
handi capped parking for --

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Wul d you identify
yoursel f for the record?

MR, MELLA: Yes, thank you. M nane is
Gregory Mella, I'"'ma partner with the Smth G oup
and I'mthe architect for this project.

W did have a need to provide four spots
for handi capped people so they woul d have direct
access to the building, and then the additional ten
spots is to serve the clinic.

The building will have hearing, speech
and | anguage clinic which serves the outside
comunity, sometimes small children who require
testing of their hearing who come, so the 14 spots
that are provided as part of this building are
really nore to serve outside users who conme to the
bui | di ng and t he handi capped.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL : Ckay. As the
mast er plan continues to grow and | ooki ng back on
that master plan the shape changes. O course, it's
only conceptual at that point but does this parking

| ot then change in configuration as you change the
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pl an? There's supposed to be a future parking
garage or you change it into the new residentia
area in | ater phases, does that parking change at
some point or does it basically stay the sane? Do
you see it evolving or what?

MR, MELLA: " mgoing to defer to Paul

MR, KELLY: Good evening, |'m Pau
Kelly, Vice President for Gallaudet University. The
future master plan, the area that you're talking
about, there's underground parking and a residenti al
conmponent above it. It would be 300 spaces on the
ground, which is nmore than we have right now, so it
woul d be nore underground par ki ng.

COVMM SSI ONER TURNBULL.: Looki ng at the
master plan, going back to it and |looking at this
plan tonight, the Lincoln Crcle there's two areas
that are culled out on the existing plan that show
this as critical or congestion points for pedestrian
traffic interface. The main one is along that main
nort h-south spine that goes along there. There's a
bri dge there now, does that stay?

MR, KELLY: There's a bridge there now.
| f we execute the total master plan we would re-
route the road so that it would avoid that area.

That woul d just be a wal kway.
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COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL.: Ckay.

MR, KELLY: So the bridge would cone
out. But there would not be traffic allowed on that
part of the circle.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL : Okay. And |
guess ny last question is you're going for |ead
certification on the building but I don't see --
you're not doing anything green on the roof at all?

MR KELLY: The roofs will be cool
roofs, EPA-conpliant roofs with a high reflectivity.
That will mitigate the urban heat island effect for
the building so that it won't create a hot
mcroclimate. It also will contribute to the
overall energy efficiency of the buil ding.

W calculated the reflectivity to
i ncrease the energy performance of the building by
about 2 to 5 percent. There are no vegetated roofs
that was part of this building.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Okay. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Anyone el se?
Anyone el se have questions?

(NO RESPONSE)

Ckay. Thank you very much. Now we're

ready to hear fromthe O fice of Planning.
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13
MR, MORDFI N: Good eveni ng Chair and

Menbers of the Conm ssion. |'m Stephen Mordfin with
the Ofice of Planning and the Ofice of Planning
would like to stand on the record.

CHAlI RPERSON M TTEN: kay. Any
guestions for M. Mordfin? Did you have any
guestions for M. Mrdfin, M. Collins?

MR COLLI NS: No, | do not.

CHAlI RPERSON M TTEN: Ckay. | don't
t hi nk we have any ot her governnent agencies
repr esent ed. | s there anyone here fromthe ANC?

(NO RESPONSE)

kay. Then | would note that as M.
Collins nmentioned, under letter that M. Hughes sent
in we do have the letter from ANC-5B submitted into
the record. | think that's Exhibit No. 26. And |
think it meets all of the requirenments for great
wei ght and they voted unani nmously in favor of the
application that's before us.

Anyone who'd like to testify in support?

(NO RESPONSE)

Anyone who'd like to testify in opposition?
(NO RESPONSE)
Ckay. Anything you'd |ike to close

with M. Collins?
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MR. COLLI NS: Just that there's also a

D-DOT report in the file as well. | think you have
t hat .

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: |''m sure we do
because | renmenber seeing it. And that's another
thing that you provided to us so | appreciate that.

MR, COLLI NS: Yes.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCQD: And al so Madam
Chair | want to nake sure, because | know M. Borden
at Gall audet Comunity Rel ati ons Council had worked
hard with Gall audet over the years, and | want to
make sure that for the record we note that they al so
supplied a letter in support.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you M.

Hood.

MR COLLI NS: And then in conclusion we
respectfully request your approval of our
appl i cation.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Thank you.

MR. COLLI NS: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: Vell, | would nove
approval of Case No. 06-16.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Second.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | s there any

di scussion? Al those in favor please say aye.
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(Ayes.)

Any opposed?

(NO RESPONSE)

Ms. Schellin?

MRS. SCHELLI N: Staff will record the
vote 5-0-0 to approve Zoning Commi ssion Case No. 06-
16, Comm ssioner Mtten noving, Comm ssioner Hood
secondi ng, Commi ssi oners Parsons, Jeffries and
Turnbull in favor, and | just want to confirmthat
they could do a sumary order.

CHAI RPERSON M TTEN: | don't see why
not. Make full use of the BZA rules and do a
sumary order.

|"msorry we kept you waiting but we
didn't keep you long so thank you very nuch and
we' re adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, the public hearing in the
above-entitled matter, having been concl uded, went

off the record at 6:58 p.m)
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